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MUHBA, aims

1. Interactive mirror of the city, constructor of historical 

knowledge, aesthetic and citizenry appreciation, 

consisting of:

2. A system for the production and dissemination of 

knowledge about the cityôs history and heritage.

3. An exhibition system with a network of three heritage 

centres with 3 headquarters: Plaça del Rei, Born and

Oliva Artés.

4. Programming based on significant issues in the cityôs 

history, bringing heritage closer to visitors in many 

different ways.



1. MUHBA, an interactive mirror of the city

Å A common storehouse for knowledge about Barcelona:

research, heritage spaces, exhibitions and a varied range of visitors.

The historical perspective, alongside the scientific and artistic

perspectives, as a crucial way of seeing in order to understand the

world in which we live.

Å A museum rooted in the city and open to the world, driving force 

behind the City History Museums Network of Europe responsible for 

communicating a historical perspective on knowledge about the 

worldôs great cities and handling their heritage.

Å A citizenry laboratory for natives, immigrants and tourists, allowing

them to get to know the city better, with numerous encounter

forums, beginning with the Amics del Museu (in rapid growth).



MUHBA proposes the creation of a

City History Museums Network of Europe 

City History Museums in the 

Construction of Europe



2. MUHBA, the knowledge production system 

Å An R+D+i system organised into three areas: Research and

Debate Centre (Llibreteria St., ñTheMuseumôsEpicentreò),

Conservation and Restoration Centre (Zona Franca) and

Historical Documentation Centre + City Archaeological

Service (Born Annexe Building). The Research and Debate Centre

and the Historical Documentation Centre will open to the public

towards the end of 2008.

Å Applied and basic research system at the Research and Debate

Centre linked to universities, cultural centres and local and

international museums. The Documentation Centre, creator of

cartographic instruments for archaeology and history of scientific

interest and of use in heritage intervention.

Å Barcelona, exporter of cultural know how via MUHBA: urban

history and heritage intervention in Europe and the Mediterranean

(the cities, pivotal for the EU), Latin America (urban identity and

social cohesion) and Asia (cultural heritage and town planning).



Zona Franca Building

Conservation and 

Restoration Centre

Llibreteria Street Space

ñThe Museumôs R+D+i

Epicentreò

Research and Debate 

Centre

Born Annexe Building

Historical Documentation 

Centre 

Archaeology Service

MUHBA

SYSTEM FOR THE PRODUCTION AND DISSEMINATION OF 

KNOWLEDGE 



Llibreteria Street Building

MUHBA RESEARCH AND DEBATE CENTRE 

The Museumôs R+D+i Epicentre

Programme in consultation with  

AHCB-ICUB and local and 

international cultural and 

academic centres:

ÅStable research groups

ÅHQ for seminars, courses and study 

days

ÅMasters in Heritage Intervention and 

Landscape

ÅExperimental exhibitions

ÅSpecialist library and bookshop

ÅOrientation centre for tour operators 

(programme BCN differently)



Zona Franca Building

CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION CENTRE 

A world class centre that will systematically organise its archaeological 

resources and collections, and broaden its field: research agreements, 

industrial heritage objects from the contemporary city, a new Annual 

Collections Report to be published.



Born annexe building

HISTORICAL DOCUMENTATION CENTRE 

CITY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICE 

HISTORICAL DOCUMENTATION CENTRE: 

based on the museumôs archives (records of 

archaeological interventions) and other studies 

and documents, creation of a geo-referenced 

knowledge system with an open database of 

conceptual and visual architecture.

CITY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICE:

Creation of new criteria and instruments in 

conjunction with the Catalogue Revision Service 

in order to establish intervention protocols. 

Archaeological map and special archaeological 

protection plan. Publication of the annual 

Archaeological Interventions Report.



3. MUHBA, a nuclear network of heritage centres

Å A core presentation of Barcelonaôshistory in three, overlapping

discourses taking place across the Plaça del Rei (antique and

medieval city), the Born Market (from the modern city to the dawn

of the 20th century) and Oliva Artés (from manufacturing suburbs to

todayôsmetropolis) venues.

Å A dialogue between all the museumôscentres regarding the way

they focus on treating heritage and collections, in order to create a

dense panoramic view of Barcelonaôshistorical and artistic journey

and its material and immaterial legacy.

Å Incorporation of other ñassociateòcentres into the system, such as

the roman house in Sant Honorat St. or Casa Amatller.



Plaça del Rei

ñFrom Barcino to 

Barcinona

and the urban 

splendour of the

Low Middle Agesò

Born Market

ñFrom the modern city 

before 1714 to the 18th

century boom, Cerd¨ôs

capital and the 

Exhibitionsò

Oliva Artés

ñFrom the 

manufacturing 

suburbs incorporated 

in 1897 to the 21st

century, global 

metropolisò

1 2 3

A NETWORK OF CENTRES WITH THREE KEY SITES

The museumôs exhibition system is centred around an open, core narrative using 

three overlapping discourses covering all three key centres:

Plaça del Rei, Born Market and Oliva Artés

MUHBA



MONUMENTAL ENSEMBLE OF THE PLAÇA DEL REI

ñFrom Barcino to Barcinona and the urban splendour of the Low Middle 

Agesò

Future challenges: incorporate late antiquity (Aula Basilica and Baptistry) and prepare 

permanent exhibition on the Low Middle Ages 



THE BORN MARKET

ñFrom the modern city before 1714 to the 18th century boom,

Cerd¨ôscapital city and the two Exhibitionsò



Born Market , agora museum

70 years ago Plaça del Rei and the museum defined a programming profile that remained 

consistent for more than half a century. The Born Market, a local and metropolitan public space 

and at the same time, between its milestone archaeological site and the market itself, the 

museumôs second, major venue, it is a centrepiece around which the 21st-century museum 

project will be oriented. 


