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BARCELONA IS EMPTY UNDER COVID-19...
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...BUT THE CITY 

MUSEUM IS ONLY 

APPARENTLY 

CLOSED, WE ARE 

WORKING HARD... 



...TO ENHANCE DIGITAL FORMATS FOR WIDER AUDIENCES...

LECTURES, WEBINARS, VIRTUAL HERITAGE AND VISITS, ACCESSIBLE 

BOOKS AND VIDEOS TO REINFORCE THE MUSEUM AS A SOCIAL 

KNOWLEDGE CENTRE.







... BUT THE DIGITAL REVOLUTION WILL BE DEAD IF 

IT IS ONLY TECHNOLOGICAL. At least 5 more 

conditions must be met:



1. AN “ORGANIZATIONAL REVOLUTION” FOLLOWING TELECOMMUTING: 

TRANSVERSAL COLLABORATION  INSTEAD OF HIERARCHY

A Muhba

team

meeting, 

May 2020



4 May 2020: “Barcelona and the

pandemias”, a very successful digital 

lecture... 

2. A “NARRATIVE REVOLUTION”, ENHANCING THE MUSEUM AS 

RESEARCH CENTRE TO EXPLAIN THE WORLD AND AGAINST FAKE NEWS 



3. A “HERITAGE REVOLUTION”: VIRTUAL MUSEUM FOR MORE PROFITABLE VISITS  

AND TOURISM



4. A “CITIZEN REVOLUTION”: NEW PROPOSALS ENHANCING PARTICIPATION FOR 

ADULTS AND SCHOOLS 

• ELS MONS I LES EDATS DEL TREBALL

TREBALLADORES

Tenien 
presència als 

sindicats? 

Tenien les mateixes 
condicions laborals que els 

homes?

Hi havia discriminació salarial 
entre homes i dones?

Tenien càrrecs de 
responsabilitat?

Quina era la presència 
femenina a les fàbriques ? Quines tasques feien a les 

fàbriques?

Rebien formació pràctica 
o tècnica?

Hi havia possibilitats 
d’ascendir en relació a la 

formació que rebien?

If schools don’t come 

to the museum in the

near future... let’s go

from the museum to

schools!



5. A “TOURISTIC REVOLUTION”: THE 

MUSEUM AS A HUB OF KNOWLEDGE 

CAN HELP TO REGULATE TOURISM IF 

VISITORS KNOW MORE BEFORE 

COMING TO US



BUT... OF COURSE! THE DIGITAL REVOLUTION IS NOT THE END OF THE 

“PRESENTIAL AND REAL” MUSEUM IN THE CITY... RATHER THE CONTRARY: 

IT ENHANCES ITS VALUE AS AN ASSET FOR MORE CULTURAL DEMOCRACY



THAT’S WHY, AT THE SAME TIME, WE ARE COLLECTING OBJECTS FROM 

CONFINEMENT COVID-19



FINALLY, A CRUCIAL QUESTION:

AS I TRIED TO EXPLAIN IN THE OECD & ICOM WEBINAR ABOUT MUSEUMS AND COVID,  

10 APRIL 2020, 

“Museums are the tip of the iceberg of a complex cultural, social and economic

system, with very diverse professionals and companies working in it.” 

“The impact of the crisis clearly differs from one type of museum to another. But in all 

kinds of museums, a major problem is the hard situation for professionals and 

companies contracted: outsourcing is very frequent in almost every task.” 

“It would be a social and political disaster if this ‘cultural ecosystem’ disappeared

because of museum’s severe economic crisis or if it was devoured for profit by a few

big companies.”


