
 

THE ARCHAEOLOGY LAYER ON GEOPORTAL WITHIN THE BARCELONA ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

CHARTER 

The purpose of the Barcelona archaeological charter is to generate a unified set of 

information which includes all the documentation relating to our city's archaeological 

heritage in order to draw up a document particularly geared towards the analysis, 

diagnosis and evaluation of the city's subsoil stratigraphic deposits and built heritage, 

closely linked to the City Council's urban development management.A global 

documentation and research project has been created where diagnosis and research 

come together. The documents evaluating the archaeological potential of a site, rather 

than being a management tool are more of an instrument for reflection on the city.The 

chronological framework goes from prehistory to the Spanish Civil War (1936-39).   

One of the common features of all current legislation on heritage, at an international, 

national and local level, is the need to create inventories and catalogues.With regard to 

archaeological heritage, most administrations responsible for managing heritage have 

produced or are producing protection inventories, which have been given the name of 

archaeological charters or risk maps. Rather than being a tool to aid research, these have 

become a basic instrument used by administrations to manage archaeological 

interventions, particularly in relation to prevention.Initially the archaeological charter falls 

within the framework of planning and evaluation of potential sites, but it should not be 

forgotten that the dynamics of the charter itself extend to other levels of action.The 

design, production and maintenance phases are information-based, but for the map to be 

operational - i.e. a useful tool for heritage management - there is a need to establish a 

close and ongoing relationship with different levels of intervention and research.There is a 

need for a global documentation and research project where diagnosis and research come 

together. The documents evaluating the archaeological potential of a site, rather than 

being a management tool are more an instrument for reflecting on the city. This is the aim 

of the Barcelona Archaeological Charter. 



The project is headed by the ICUB, with the backing and support of the IMI.  They have 

been working on a set of free programming databases, which will be linked to a 

geographic information system, and which will be available on the Barcelona geoportal. 

It is based on the idea that Barcelona is a unique site, home to a number of features of 

archaeological interest.Therefore, the Barcelona archaeological charter is an inventory of 

interventions and sites of archaeological interest.The list of interventions includes all 

archaeological heritage-related actions carried out.On the one hand, archaeological 

prospection projects (with or without the lowering of surface soil) and other extensive 

excavations, both preventive and planned.On the other hand, it also includes sporadic 

projects and all news on projects where archaeological material or historic structures have 

been found.The timeline of the Castalia project goes from prehistory to the 19th century, 

and includes assets relating to the Spanish Civil War, with examples including the 

antiaircraft battery of Turó de la Rovira and underground air raid shelters.Files have also 

been created on a number of historical studies, most of which relate to specific buildings, 

other urban buildings that share common characteristics, such as the factory-house or the 

buildings attached to the Roman wall.Within this section we have included what is known 

as the archaeology of architecture, and the non-invasive prospection of the city's built 

heritage.Also included in this section are the files on the air raid shelters which were built 

in Barcelona during the Spanish Civil War.The work covers three types of entity: THEME: a 

house; TIME: high empire and SPACE: Roman city. 

The basic work unit is the plot of land, as demarcated in the City Council's official property 

register.It should be noted that the graphic representation of the areas of archaeological 

interest are enclosed polygons and only in some instances is an area represented in the 

form of a line or a dot.One factor worth highlighting, when defining the polygon, is the 

type of archaeological entity documented, in order to mark out the area.The polygon 

corresponds exactly to the area excavated. The cartographic data consists of the 

digitisation of the areas of intervention on the cadastral cartographic base maps at a scale 

of 1:500. In the majority of cases, the geographic entity is a polygon which represents the 

area where the intervention took place and which is always represented by a unique 



identification code relating to its corresponding alphanumeric information.There are also 

cases where the geographic entity is not represented by a polygon but rather by a dot.This 

basically refers to interventions where there is little information and it is therefore not 

possible to assign them a known area but it is possible to assign them a location.This is 

used in the case of the Civil War air raid shelters, where we have a notion that they 

existed but we do not know exactly where they were located or their layout. 

A system aimed at managing Archaeological Heritage needs to focus on two basic units of 

information:the archaeological intervention and the cadastral plot.  

On the geoportal, as well as finding all the interventions, a programmed search is carried 

out based on the results: 

1. Negative. Stratigraphy completed These are interventions where no archaeological 

remains have been documented and which have gone as far as the natural ground, 

to the geological substrate, which means they are areas completely free of 

archaeological influence. 

2. Positive. Stratigraphy completed These are interventions where remains have been 

found but which have also gone as far as the natural ground, to the geological 

substrate, and normally the remains are in pieces. 

3. Negative. Stratigraphy not completed This refers to interventions where no 

archaeological remains have been recovered but where some of the sediment is 

yet to be excavated, which means that any building or planning project, or 

lowering of the surface soil needs to take into account the need for a preventive 

archaeological intervention. 

4. Positive. Stratigraphy not completed These are sites which have been excavated 

and where remains have been documented but there is an area which is yet to be 

excavated.Consequently, any building or planning project, or lowering of the 

surface soil, needs to take into account the need for a preventive archaeological 

intervention. 



5. Positive without lowering of surface soil. This group covers archaeological 

interventions on the architecture, i.e. archaeological interventions on buildings 

and built structures, such as the medieval palace or the Roman wall.This section 

also includes the majority of the historical asset studies. 


